


associated with a bloom. DOH issues health advisories as it determines to be appropriate when toxicity
levels are of concern. It may also post warning signs when blooms affect public beaches or other areas
where there is the risk of human exposure. Currently, health warnings have been posted in the estuary
and several beaches have been closed near Stuart, Florida.

The EPA Region 4 Science and Ecosystem Support Division has engaged with FL DEP to offer
technical assistance. Additionally, I have offered assistance from Region 4 SESD staff who have field
expertise and can provide support in collecting water samples from algal-bloom affected areas.

Unfortunately, as you noted in your letter, problems like this are not new to the area--they require long
term solutions. To that end, the EPA is currently serving as co-chair of the Harmful Algal Bloom and
Hypoxia Research and Control Act Interagency Working Group; collaborating with NASA, NOAA, and
the USGS on the Cyanobacteria Assessment Network to detect and quantify cyanobacterial blooms in
U.S. freshwater lakes and reservoirs using satellites; and collaborating with the Center for Disease
Control and Prevention in developing the One Health Harmful Algal Bloom (HAB) System to collect
data on HABs and associated human and animal illness. The agency also supports the work of our
federal partners such as the Army Corps as they study options to develop long-term solutions on the
ground in Florida, and we stand ready to provide our assistance and technical expertise to that end.

If we may be of further assistance, please contact me or Allison Wise in our Office of Government
Relations at (404) 562-8327.

Sincerely,
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Heather McTeer Toney
Regional Administrator



